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COMMENTS OF THE AMERITECH OPERATING COMPANIES

The Ameritech Operating Companies! hereby submit these comments in response
to the Supplemental Comments of the Cable-Consumer Electronics Compatibility
Advisory Group.2 On January 29, 1993, the Commission released a Notice of Inquiry
(“NOI”) seeking information on how to best implement Section 17 of the Cable Television
Consumer Protection and Competition Act of 1992.3 Section 17 of the Cable Act requires
that the Commission issue a report to Congress specifying the means by which it intends
to ensure compatibility of consumer electronics equipment with cable systems, and to
thereafter promulgate the appropriate rules.# The Advisory Group was convened in
response to this Congressional directive. After considering this issue for several months,
the Advisory Group has developed a set of short-term and long-term recommendations.

The Companies would like to take this opportunity to restate their concern that the

issue of consumer electronics compatibility must not proceed without fully considering

! The Ameritech Operating Companies are: [llinois Bell Telephone Company, Indiana Bell
Telephone, Incorporated, Michigan Bell Telephone Company, The Ohio Bell Telephone Company, and
Wisconsin Bell, Inc., collectively referred to herein as the “Companies.”

2 Supplemental Comments of the Cable-Consumer Electronics Compatibility Advisory Group
("Advisory Group"), dated july 21, 1993.

3 Cable Television Consumer Protection and Competition Act of 1992, Pub. L. No. 102-358 (“19
Cable Act”).
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the impact any rules or standards may have on the future development of video dialtone
services. This is particularly important with respect to the "long-term" recommendations
of the Advisory Group. Because resolution of the fundamental problems will take some
time, the decision-making process should not ignore developing technologies that will be
affected by the outcome of this issue.

Clearly, video dialtone systems are being developed today for implementation in
what appears to be the time frame of implementation of the proposed long-term
recommendations. It is critically important for the viability of video dialtone that the
standards for compatibility not foreclose the development and growth of video dialtone.
One of the key objectives of Congress in passing the 1992 Cable Act was to increase
competition in the cable industry.6 The issue of "standards” should not frustrate the
accomplishment of this goal.

The Companies urge the FCC to seek input from as many sources as possible,
including local exchange companies, interactive video programming producers, and the
other non-traditional video programmers, as work on this issue continues. Only in this
manner can the American public be assured that the compatibility standards will not be

biased toward any particular segment of the video services industry.

Respectfully submitted,

W Q /Z/WW/‘U (47)

Pamela J. Andrews
Attorney for the

Ameritech Operating Companies
Room 4H74
2000 West Ameritech Center Drive
Hoffman Estates, IL 60196-1025
(708) 248-6082

Dated: August 10, 1993

5 Supplemental Comments at p. 11.

6 1992 Cable Act, Findings 2, 4 and 5.



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Jenell Thompson, do hereby certify that copies of the foregoing
letter has been served to all parties on the attached service list by first class
mail, postage prepaid, on this 10th day of August, 1993.

By: )

Jenell Thompson



Robert L. Dughi

Francine J. Berry

Michael C. Lamb

AT & T

Room 3244J1

295 North Maple Avenue
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

William B. Barfield
Thompson T. Rawls |l

Bellsouth Telecommunications, Inc.

Suite 1800
1155 Peachtree Street, N.E.
Atlanta, GA 30367-6000

Robert J. Sachs

Henry James

John Fouhy

Continental Cablevision, Inc.
The Pilot House

Lewis Wharf

Boston, MA 02110

Joseph Van Loan

Senior Vice President, Engineering
Cablevision Industries Corp.

1 Cablevision Center

P.O. Box 311

Liberty, NY 12754

Stephen R. Effros

James H. Ewalt

Robert J. Ungar

Community Antenna Television
Association, Inc.

P. 0. Box 1005

3950 Chain Bridge Road

Fairfax, VA 22030-1005

Michael E. Glover

Bell Atlantic Telephone Co.
1710 H Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

Christopher Ciak
Director of Engineering
Booth American Co.
P.O. Box 888

Detroit, Ml 48231

Paul Glist

Cole Raywid & Braverman
Suite 200

1919 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20006

Brenda L. Fox, Esquire
Dow, Lohnes & Albertson
Suite 500

1255 23rd Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037

James L. Casserly

Andrew W. Cohen

Squire, Sanders & Dempsey
1201 Pennsylvanie Avenue, N.W.
P.O. Box 20044

Washington, D.C. 20044



Gary J. Shapiro Judith A. McHale

Group Vice President Barbara S. Wellbery
2001 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. Discovery Communications, Inc.
Washington, D.C. 20006 7700 Wisconsin Avenue

Bethesda, MD 20814

Jon F. Tuttle Philip V. Permut

Aldo Noto Wayne D. Johnsen
Dorsey & Whitney Wiley, Rein & Fielding
Suite 200 1776 K Street, N.W.
1330 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20006

Washington, D.C. 20036

Dick Glass, CETsr Lawrence A. Fineran
President 3740-A Madison Lane
Electronics Technicians Assoc., Int'l Falls Church, VA 22041

602 N. Jackson Street
Greencastle, IN 46135

Paul Glist General Instrument Corp.
Steven J. Horvitz (no address given)

Cole, Raywid & Braverman

Suite 200

1919 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

Cable-Consumer Electronics David G. Rozzelle
Compatibility Adisory Group David J. Large
(no address given) InterMedia Partners

(no address given)



Stephen R. Ross

Ross & Hardies

888 Sixteenth Street, N.W.
Washinton, D.C. 20006-8600

F. Jack Pluckhahn

Vice President

Matsushita Electronic Corp. of America
One Panasonic Way

Secaucus, NJ 07094

Dr. Ron D. Katznelson

Multichannel Communication Sciences,
Inc.

3550 Dunhill St.

San Diego, CA 92121

David B. Goldstein

Natural Resources Defense Council
71 Stevenson Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

Wendell H. Bailey

Daniel L. Brenner

National Cable Television Assoc.
1724 Massachusetts Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Wayne Coy, Jr., Esq.

Media General Cable of Fairfax
County of Fairfax

Virginia

(no address given)

Julius Szakolczay

Mitsubishi Electronics America, Inc.
2001 East Carnegie

Santa Ana, CA 92705

Terry G. Mahn, Esq.
Walter Steimel, Jr., Esq.
Fish & Richardson

601 Thirteenth, N.W.

5th Floor North
Washington, D.C. 20005

Brenda L. Fox

Michael J. Pierce

Dow, Lohnes & Albertson
Suite 500

1255 - 23rd Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037

New York City Dept. of
Telecommunications and Energy

Eileen E. Huggard

Cable Television Franchises

Sixth Floor

75 Park Place

New York, NY 10007



Norman M. Sinel

Stephanie M. Phillipps

William E. Cook, Jr.

Arnold & Porter

1200 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Ralph A. Smith

Oregon Consumer League
P. O. Box 8934

Portland, OR 97207

Craig J. Blakeley

Lee J. Tiedrich

Sidley & Austin

1722 Eye Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

Nicholas E. Worth
Telecable Corp.
Dominion Tower
999 Waterside Drive
Norfolk, VA 23510

Martin T. McCue

United States Telephone Association
Suite 800

900 19th Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20006-2105

Clyde W. Nabors

CEO

National Electronic Service Dealers
Association

2708 West Berry St.

Fort Worth, TX 76109-2356

Robert S. Meyers
Scientific-Atlanta

One Technology Parkway, South
Norcross, GA 30092

Stephen
Thomson Consumer Electronics, Inc.
(no address given)

Paul Glist

Cole, Raywid & Braverman
Suite 200

1919 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

Jerry K. Pearlman
President

Zenith Electronics Corp.
1000 Milwaukee Avenue
Glenview, IL 60025



John Borst, Jr.

Zenith Electronic Corporation
1000 Milwaukee Ave.
Glenview, IL 60025



